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Indigenous, Foreign and Transnational Knowledges
in Social Work Practice:

Reinterpretation of the findings of qualitative studies on practitioners
in Sri Lanka and Japan

Masateru Higashida
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Abstract

In international discussions on definitions, practices and education in social work, an increasing interest has
been observed in indigenous knowledges that may differ from mainstream Western theories and knowledge.
This paper re-examines the findings of previous studies on the relationship between local and indigenous
knowledges and foreign knowledge in social work practice in Asia, including the interaction between field
practice and transnational knowledge, from different positionalities. First, data were extracted from a previous
study in the context of Sri Lanka as a case study country: the extracted findings included analysis of local and
indigenous knowledges and the practices among social work practitioners and of their relationship with foreign
knowledge. Second, data were extracted from another previous study from the perspective of overseas social
work practitioners dispatched from Japan to other Asian countries: the extracted findings included analysis of
their perceptions of local and indigenous knowledges and their interaction with local stakeholders in
cooperative activities. This paper presented that external and transnational knowledge may exert an impact on
the daily activities and knowledge of social work practitioners through interaction with various actors. It
suggests that critical discussions regarding unilateral intervention from external sources and power dynamics in
their discursive practices are required. This paper also discusses the nature of collaboration among social work

practitioners with different positionalities through an integrative reinterpretation of these findings.

Keywords: international social work, indigenous social work, Asia, international development
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If at first the idea is not absurd, then there is no hope for it.

—— Albert Einstein
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